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ACTION COA-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-11 ISO-OO SMI-01 SCI-06 OIC-04 10-14 L-03 

CEQ-02 EPA-04 INT-08 COME-OO DRC-01 RSC-01 /058 W 

083661 

R 250730Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9500 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1 100 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: OCON, BIO 

SUBJECT: CONVENTION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED 
SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

REF: STATE 012169 

1. SCICOUNS INFORMED KIYOSHI NOBUS AWA, DEPUTY VICE MINISTER, 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY, OF US RATIFICATION OF SUBJECT CONVENTION AND 
OF STRONG US HOPE THAT CONVENTION WILL BE BROADLY RATIFIED AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE TO AVOID ACCELERATED DESTRUCTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES. 
NOBUSAWA CONFIRMED JAPAN S CONTINUING INTENTION TO ADHERE TO 
CONVENTION AND STATED EFFORTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN STARTED TO SECURE 
ITS APPROVAL BY DIET. THERE IS NO OPPOSITIONIN PRINCIPLE TO 
CONVENTION (JAPAN IS ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY AN IMPORTER, RATHER THAN 
EXPORTER, OF SPECIES COVERED BY CONVENTION). PRIMARY PROBLEM 

IN COMPLETING RATIFICATIN, AS SO OFTEN THE CASE, IS BUREAUCRATIC 
UNCERTIANTY AND DISAGREEMENT RELATED TO HO CONVENTION IS TO 
BE ENFORCED. NOBUSAWA VIRTUALLY RULED OUT POSSIBLITY OF RATIFI- 
CATION DURING CURRENT DIET SESSION, WHICH EXPECTED END APRIL OR 
MAY, BUT EXPRESSED HOPE IT COULD BE SECURED DURING SESSION TO 
FOLLOW UPPER HOUSE ELECTIONS OF JUNE OR JULY. THIS SESSION WOULD 
ORDINARILY BEGIN IN DECEMBER 1974. 

2. SCICOUNS EXPRESSED HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT US ENFORCEMENT OF 
RESTRICTIONS AGAINST IMPRORT ATION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES UNDER 
EXISTING NATIONAL LEGISLATION WAS LARGELY ACCOMPLISHED BY CUSTOMS 
INSPECTORS AS PART OF NORMAL DUTIES. ANY ADDITONAL INFORMATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ON US ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES COULD BE USEFUL IN HELPING JAPANESE 
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OVERCOME THIS ISSUE. 

3. FONOFF REPRESENTATIVES SHARED NOBUSAWA OPINION THAT RATIFICATION 
MOST UNLIKELY IN RESENT SESSION, BUT UNDERTOOK TO EXPLORE 
MATTER FURTHER. 

SHOESMITH 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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